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EDITORIAL 

CAUFORNIA,  THERE  WE  WENT 

No  need  to  rhapsodize  on  the  virtues  of  California 
now,  since,  for  those  who  went  we  don't  need  to  and 
for  those  who  didn’t,  it  will  just  make  you  feel  worse 
^  that  you  could  not.  But  for  one  who  had  never  been 

west  of  Kansas  it  really  was  an  experience. 

We  don’t  know  whether  the  L.  A.  weather  was 
shovnng  off  for  us  or  not,  but  it  was  superb.  Con¬ 
vention  publicity  notwithstanding,'  we  were  indeed 
flabbergasted  on  driving  into  the  city  that  Sunday 
afternoon  to  see  women  on  the  streets  wearing  furs 
—  a  couple  hours  after  coming  through  the  100+ 
heat  of  Palm  Springs  and  Indio. 

Congratulations  to  the  Southern  Cal.  Chapter  for 
a  wonderfully  managed  convention.  We  know  we 
missed  at  least  three-quarters  of  it,  but  one  can  only 
attend  one  meeting  at  a  time,  and  with  our  six  sec¬ 
tions  in  Sci-Tech  it  was  hard  to  choose  which  to  miss. 
However,  we  shall  give  you  personal  reports  on  all 
that  we  can  and  first-hand  proxy  reports  on  the 
others. 

JOIN  A  SEC’nON 

As  you  know,  we  have  six  sections  in  the  Sci-Tech 
Group.  But  as  we  know,  most  of  the  members  do 
not  belong  to  any,  either  through  never  having  had 
a  chance  to  fill  in  a  blank  indicating  choice  or  merely 
not  caring.  Belonging  to  Sci-Tech  without  belonging 
to  a  section  is  like  being  a  delegate-at-large.  You 
represent  the  whole  but  nothing  specific. 

We  believe  that  at  least  90%  of  the  Group  can 
confine  their  interests  to  one  or  two  sections  and 
should  be  enrolled  for  the  good  of  the  organization. 
I  TTiat  is  where  the  work  of  planning  projects  and 

convention  programs  starts.  Also,  that  is  where  your 
most  valuable  contacts  are  made. 

A  committee  is  working  now  on  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  section  rolls  but  has  only  about  550 
names.  Be  sure  to  indicate  your  Section  interest  in 
the  questionnaire  which  comes  with  the  minutes  of 
the  business  meeting  sent  to  all  Sci-Tech  members. 
If  you  are  interested  in  getting  into  the  “grass  roots" 
work  or  have  any  ideas  for  Section  projects,  conven¬ 
tion  papers,  etc.,  drop  a  card  to  your  Section  Chair¬ 
man.  The  names  are  given  with  the  convention  sum¬ 
maries  on  succeeding  pages. 


THOUGHTS 

OUR  FUTURE 

There  is  no  question  now,  if  we  continue  to  receive 
the  support  we  have  this  year,  on  the  continuance  of 
SCI-TECH  NEWS  for  next  year.  The  sentiment  for 
it  at  the  annual  business  meeting  was  unanimous  as 
far  as  we  could  tell,  and  our  only  problem  is  to  boost 
the  subscriber  list  enough  so  we  can  satisfy  the  few 
objectors  by  eventually  lowering  the  price  to  $1.00 
a  year.  We  will  trust  you  all  to  renew  and  hope  that 
there  will  be  enough  new  subscriptions  to  keep  us 
solvent  and  maybe  even  have  1 2  page  issues 
regularly. 

We  hope  to  contact  all  members  of  the  Sci-Tech 
Group  later  in  the  fall  and  in  case  this  is  before  our 
next  issue  we  would  like  to  make  a  plea  for  simpli¬ 
fying  our  financial  work.  Some  subscriptions  this 
year  required  three  or  four  exchanges  of  correspond¬ 
ence,  which  is  quite  a  bit  to  ask  of  spare  time  workers. 

To  correct  some  of  the  troubles  which  occurred 
this  year,  would  you  —  (  1  )  Send  payment  with  re¬ 
newal  order  if  at  all  possible;  (2)  Have  the  sub¬ 
scription  addressed  to  the  person  who  originates  the 
order;  (3)  If  purchase  orders,  subscription  agents, 
addresses  to  company  only,  etc.,  are  absolutely 
necessary,  notify  all  intermediaries  of  any  acknow¬ 
ledgements  and  receipt  of  first  issue. 

Perhaps  you  can  see  from  this  some  of  the  extra 
work  —  e.  g.,  purchasing  departments  write  “wha 
hoppen  to  our  order  No.  XZ  6829,’’  long  after  the 
librarian  has  received  it,  or  librarians  write  “where’s 
my  Sci-Tech  News’’  after  the  accession  department 
or  someone  else  has  pigeon-holed  it. 


NEW  ASSISTANT  EDITOR 

With  this  issue  we  are  adding  to  our  staff 
Miss  Gertrude  Schutze,  Librarian  at  Bristol- 
Myers  Co.,  Hillside,  N.  J.,  a  former  editor  who 
has  consented  to  return  as  Abstract  Editor.  She 
will  collect  the  material  we  publish  on  new 
books  and  articles  of  professional  interest  to 
Sci-Tech  librarians.  It  would  be  appreciated  if 
you  drop  a  card  to  her  or  the  editor  when  you 
see  a  publication  of  interest  which  we  might 
miss.  Next  deadline  is  November  1 4. 
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LOS  ANGELES  IN  JUNE 

According  to  the  latest  registration  figures  we 
heard,  194  members  of  our  Group  were  signed  up. 
Apparently  they  were  not  all  there  on  Monday,  or 
Sci-Tech  was  not  the  major  interest  of  some,  for  our 
business  meeting  that  afternoon  was  attended  by  79. 

After  the  reading  and  acceptance  of  the  annual 
reports  of  officers,  committees,  sections  and  projects, 
discussion  was  opened  on  the  preliminary  report  of 
the  Group  Structure  Committee  (see  May  SCI-TECH 
NEWS).  First  Miss  Little  read  some  comments  from 
members  not  present.  TEe  general  impression  was 
that  we  need  a  procedure  manual  or  by-laws  for  the 
Group  but  not  necessarily  a  constitution;  that  we 
need  a  fee  for  membership  in  the  Group,  mainly  to 
support  a  bulletin  to  all  members;  and  that  section 
members  should  elect  their  officers;  —  in  general, 
agreement  with  the  Committee  report. 

In  the  meeting  discussion  there  was  disagreement 
on  whether  the  government  of  the  Group  should  be 
by  constitution  or  procedure  manual  or  both,  but 
general  agreement  that  something  should  be  ready 
by  the  time  the  National  Constitution  revision  is  com¬ 
pleted.  In  discussing  a  fee  for  Group  membership, 
which  is  not  possible  now,  there  was  general  agree¬ 
ment  that  we  want  and  need  one.  A  motion  was 
carried  that  the  Group  recommend  to  the  National 
Elxecutive  Board  and  Constitution  Committee  that  a 
revision  be  made  to  permit  Groups  to  cdiarge  fees  to 
belong. 

TEe  question  of  election  of  section  officers  was 
not  settled,  but  each  section  was  given  permission  to 
do  as  it  Mnshed. 

In  connection  with  the  continuance  of  SCI-TECH 
NEWS,  which  was  voted  unanimously,  the  principal 
discussion  was  on  the  method  of  publicizing  it  to  all 
the  members.  Most  desirable  would  be  some  en¬ 
closure  or  notice  from  Headquarters  along  with  the 
annual  dues  notice. 

After  an  invitation  from  Miss  Little  to  any  mem¬ 
ber  to  see  her  later  if  they  had  further  problems  or 
comments,  the  meeting  adjourned. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  AT  THE  SCI-TECH 
GROUP  BUSINESS  MEETING  —  LOS  ANGELES 
PUBUC  LIBRARY— JUNE  13,  2:30-4:45  P.M. 

Winifred  Jones,  Hester  Dale,  Alice  Flynn  Pinegar, 
Vera  E;  Morgan,  Mrs.  Maude  R.  Hinson,  Mrs.  Hden 
C.  Brenner,  Gladys  Sandifur,  Russell  C.  Callender, 
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Elizabeth  Connor,  Genevieve  Statz,  Anna  E.  Becker, 
A.  B.  Johnson,  Frances  Jenkins,  EJise  Hoffman,  Ger¬ 
trude  Freund,  May  F.  Butler,  Hope  Smalley,  Thelma 
Hoffman. 

Fanny  D.  Wdlman,  Evelyn  M.  Chenoweth,  Irene 
Marten,  Helen  E.  Spangler,  Doris  Nutting,  Irene 
Strieby,  Eugenia  P,  Tenney,  Lois  Brock,  Valborg 
Hendrickson,  Alvina  Wassenberg,  Ralph  H.  Hopp, 
John  H.  Moriarty,  Mary  I.  Williams,  Mary  Ellen 
Winchester,  Florien  G.  McKnight,  Alberta  Brown, 
Donalda  Bawden,  Caroline  W.  Lutz,  Eleanor  V. 
Wright,  Rachel  MacDonald,  Dorothy  J.  Forman, 
Else  L.  Schulze,  John  T.  Milek,  Allen  G.  Ring,  Edith 
L.  Mattson,  Isabella  Brokaw  Wallace,  Mary  Herren, 
Louise  Jackson,  Margaret  Hilligan. 

Mary  Banker,  Anne  L.  Nicholson,  Louise  B.  Ber- 
caw,  Vivian  Long,  Frank  R.  Long,  Alberta  H. 
Adams,  Mary  Cutlip,  Emalee  1.  Ewing,  Catherine  D. 
Mack,  Lura  Shorb,  Elma  T.  Evans,  Leila  K.  Hender¬ 
son,  Beth  Hart,  Louise  Griepenstroh,  Agnes  Gaut- 
reaux,  Dorothy  M.  Hopkins,  Mary  A.  Johnston, 
Mathilde  C.  Wackerman,  Morris  Schrero,  K.  E.  Ol- 
soni,  Eugene  B.  Jackson,  Jurgen  Raymond,  Gertrude 
Schutze,  G.  Homdler,  Sarah  Q.  Slaughter,  Elsie  L. 
Garvin,  Esther  D.  Koch,  J.  M.  Fertig,  G.  E.  Runge, 
Chellie  Penny,  La  Vera  Morgan,  M.  J.  Voigt, 
Gretchen  D.  Little. 

ADVISORY  BOARD  MEETING 

On  Thursday  afternoon  ten  members  of  the 
Group  advisory  board  met  in  Miss  Little's  room  to 
discuss  future  plans,  namely,  1950  convention  pro¬ 
gram,  reproduction  of  1949  convention  papers, 
nomination  of  new  officers  for  both  the  Group  and 
sections,  and  problems  of  the  Public  Relations 
Committee. 

Authors  are  to  be  requested  to  present  a  timing 
of  their  papers,  a  50-word  abstract  by  February  lO 
and  three  copies  of  the  paper  by  May  I.  No  con¬ 
clusions  were  reached  on  distribution  of  1 949  papers. 

It  was  decided,  pending  a  final  Group  Structure 
report,  that  the  term  of  officers  ^ould  be  one  year. 
Two  candidates  are  to  be  presented  in  a  mail  ballot 
for  all  officers.  Additional  nominees  may  be  in¬ 
cluded  by  petition  of  20  members,  not  more  than  10 
from  one  Chapter.  Sections  may  take  part  in  the 
elections  also  by  presenting  a  ballot  if  they  wish. 

The  route  of  public  relations  releases  was  dis¬ 
cussed  —  whether  they  should  be  directly  from  in¬ 
dividual  sources  to  outside  publications,  through  the 
Group  Public  Relations  chairman  or  thence  through 
the  Association  chairman.  In  general,  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  best  for  the  Group  publicity  to  go  first  to  its 
own  chairman. 


Now  we  come  to  the  meat  of  the  program  —  the 
professional  papers.  As  you  know  from  SPECIAL 
LIBRARIES,  it  has  not  yet  been  decided  definitely 
whether  all  will  be  published  in  full.  If  the  number 
of  orders  for  the  proposed  Transactions  volume  is 
not  sufficient  to  warrant  printing,  the  better  papers 
will  appear  in  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  during  the  year 
as  heretofore.  For  your  information  on  availability 
from  the  author  we  have  indicated  the  method  of 
reproduction  of  our  copy.  We  have  not  made  a  late 
check  to  see  if  all  the  authors  still  have  copies,  but 
of  course  those  typed  will  be  available  only  for  loan. 


YOUR  CONVENTION  IN  PRINT 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SECTION 

Chairman:  Miss  Alberta  L.  Brown,  Upjohn  Co., 
Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Chairman-elect:  Miss  Gertrude  Horndler,  Sobering 
Corp.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 

Harrower  Laboratory,  Glendale,  Calif.,  June  14, 

1 949.  Attendance:  20 

Punched  Card  Systenu  as  a  Means  of  Better  Indexing 
for  Chemistry  and  Medicine,  (typed) 

— Gertrude  Horndler,  Librarian 

Sobering  Corporation,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 

The  progress  to  date  in  devising  punched  card 
systems  for  specific  fields  of  knowledge  is  reviewed. 
Code  systems  have  been  made  for  analytical  chem¬ 
istry,  several  in  organic  chemistry,  writing  inks,  lactic 
acid,  antimalarials,  fungicides,  and  many  other  spe¬ 
cific  subjects.  ' 

The  basic  types  of  cards  use  direct  numerical  cod¬ 
ing,  the  “7421"  field  numerical  coding  or  the  O-l-E- 
C-B  system  of  alphabetical  coding  devised  by  Casey, 
Bailey  and  Cox  (J.  CHEM.  ED.,  CX^T.  1946).  The 
system  of  Frear,  Seiferle  and  King  (SCIENCE  104 
177  (1946),  using  18  basic  groups  for  chemistry,  is 
explained  in  detail.  It  was  devised  for  information 
on  fungicides  and  insecticides. 

Another  method  for  organic  chemistry  is  one 
based  on  Beilstein  set  up  by  Whitman  and  Clayton 
(in  press)  and  for  which  the  McBee  Company  has 
coded  cards  for  Schering  Corp.  One  card  can  code 
3  compounds,  2  reactions  and  one  pharmacological 
action.  The  American  Chemical  Society  Committee 
on  Punched  Cards  is  planning  to  publish  a  book 
which  will  describe  in  detail  this  and  other  systems. 

Although  no  code  has  been  set  up  for  the  general 
medical  field,  several  are  described  and  illustrated 
for  specific  problems.  The  latest  development  for 
large  general  fields  is  the  principle  of  machine  sort¬ 
ing  of  coded  ideas.  So  far  the  punched  card  tech¬ 
nique  is  limited  to  small  subject  fields  which  must 
be  analyzed  individually. 

Services  to  Business  (typed) 

— Martha  E.  Schaaf, 

EJi  Lilly  and  Company, 

Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

These  "services  to  business”  are  essentially  the 
same  services  for  the  other  departments  of  the  com¬ 
pany  as  those  which  always  have  been  given  to  the 
research  department.  With  the  realization  of  neces¬ 
sity  to  keep  pace  with  the  Company’s  needs,  the 
Lilly  library  is  now  devoting  approximately  one- 
third  of  the  total  staff  time  to  serving  the  non-re¬ 
search  sections  of  the  organization. 

The  library  has  “expanded  its  market”  by  giving 
the  same  thorough  coverage  of  several  hundred  bus¬ 
iness  journals,  government  and  association  publica¬ 
tions,  and  trade  journals  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  business  man.  The  business  abstracts  bulletin  has 
resulted  in  from  400  to  300  requests  monthly  for  the 
original  articles.  A  card  index  of  all  abstracts  is  kept 
in  the  library  and  is  of  great  value  for  survey  reports, 
particularly  since  most  of  the  publications  covered 


are  never  indexed  and  many  are  not  included  in 
services  such  as  INDUSTRIAL  ARTS  INDEX  and 
PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  INFORMATION  SERVICE. 

In  addition  to  use  of  the  abstracts  and  information 
files,  this  attention  to  business  needs  has  increased 
the  demand  for  book  reviews,  ordering  materials 
needed  and  anticipated,  and  search  and  reference. 

Planning  the  Special  Library,  (typed) 

— Edith  Joannes,  Librarian 
Abbott  Laboratories,  Inc., 

North  Chicago,  III. 

(read  by  Alberta  L.  Brown,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.) 

On  searching  the  literature  for  references  to  spe¬ 
cial  library  plans  and  standards  it  was  found  that 
there  were  very  few  and  only  since  1945  has  any 
consideration  been  given  to  the  problem. 

In  a  symposium  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
Graduate  Library  School  in  1946  the  problem  was 
divided  into  (  1  )  analysis  of  services  and  technical 
functions  —  check  list  of  tasks,  organization  chart, 
job  descriptions,  routine  charts  and  lists  of  equip¬ 
ment;  (2)  location  and  layout  —  relative  position 
in  the  plant  or  area  served  and  arrangement  of 
equipment  and  working  space  for  both  clientele  and 
staff.  The  selected  bibliography  of  recent  references 
should  give  all  the  information  needed  for  anyone 
planning  new  library  quarters. 

The  remainder  of  the  paper  is  the  result  of  a 
questionnaire  answered  by  16  member  libraries  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Section  who  are  planning  or  have 
recently  planned  new  facilities.  Six  have  blueprints 
or  floor  plans  available  for  loan.  Plans  for  periodical 
recording  (4  Kardex)  and  shelving  (10  steel)  are 
of  widely  var5dng  types.  Space  allowed  (7  reports) 
for  reading  varies  from  5  to  28  sq.  ft.  per  technical 
employee  and  for  stacks  from  100  to  331  sq.  ft.  per 
1000  volumes. 

For  illumination  1  3  of  14  replies  indicated  fluores¬ 
cent  and  the  other  indirect  lighting.  Eight  of  10  re¬ 
plying  have  or  plan  air  conditioning  and  one  a  hu¬ 
midifier  also.  Chairs,  tables  and  filing  cabinets  are 
as  varied  as  available,  although  7  have  microfilm 
storage  cabinets.  Five  librarians  have  a  separate  of¬ 
fice  but  most  staffs  work  in  the  general  library  area. 

PETROLEUM  SEC’nON 

Chairman:  Mr.  Jurgen  G.  Raymond,  Sinclair  Oil 
Co.,  New  York 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library.  June  14,  1949.  At¬ 
tendance:  30 

Services  in  Petroleum  Libraries,  (mimeograph). 

— Arthur  B.  Johnson,  Librarian 
California  Research  Corporation 
Richmond,  California. 

Petroleum  libraries,  like  other  research  libraries, 
are  faced  with  a  growing  problem  due  to  the  growth 
in  demand  for  their  services,  the  increase  in  men  and 
money  devoted  to  research,  and  the  ever-expanding 
volume  of  technical  literature.  Dr.  Johnson  has 
made  a  survey  based  on  questionnaires  to  24  petro¬ 
leum  libraries,  of  the  types  of  service  supplied,  per- 
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centage  of  time  devoted  to  each,  and  number  of  li¬ 
brary  personnel  used  in  proportion  to  research  per¬ 
sonnel. 

The  results,  in  brief,  are  as  follows,  the  figures  in¬ 
dicating  average  percent  of  library  staff  time  spent 
on  each  service  by  libraries  reporting  on  the  particu¬ 
lar  service:  Circulation  of  journals  12.9;  Abstract 
bulletins  28.7;  Translations  1  1.0;  Patent  files  1  1.3; 
Literature  searches  I  I.l  ;  Patent  searches  7.5;  Inter- 
library  loans  3.8;  Library  administration  6.0;  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  (assisting  research  staff  and  management, 
preparing  bibliographies,  ordering  books  and  re¬ 
prints  for  technical  staff,  maintaining  industrial  lit¬ 
erature  and  other  files,  etc.)  27.4. 

The  average  ratio  of  technical  research  staff  to 
technical  library  staff  was  59  to  I,  with  a  range  from 
7.5:1  to  164:1.  The  average  for  technical  research 
to  total  library  staff  was  37  to  1  and  the  range  5.5:1 
to  90:1.  Thus  the  average  ratio  of  non-technical  to 
technical  library  staff  is  1  to  1.7. 

Open  Forum  Discussion:  Cooperative  Abstracting 
for  Petroleum  Libraries — Is  It  Possible  or  Desirable? 

The  subject  was  introduced  briefly  by  two  speak¬ 
ers.  Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Rocq,  Librarian  of  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Oil  Company  of  California,  presented  the  “pro” 
viewpoint.  Mrs.  Rocq  reviewed  briefly  the  history 
of  cooperative  abstracting  in  the  petroleum  field, 
mentioning  particularly  the  “Bibliography  of  Petro¬ 
leum  and  Allied  Substances”  and  “Recent  Articles 
on  Petroleum  and  Allied  Substances.”  She  defined 
what  she  would  consider  a  complete,  authoritative 
abstract  service  and  emphasized  the  need  for  such 
a  service.  She  suggested  that  SLA  might  well  con¬ 
sider  the  establishment  of  such  a  service  under  its 
own  auspices  with  the  hope  that  it  would  prove  self- 
supporting. 

Miss  Thelma  Hoffman,  Librarian  of  the  Shell  De¬ 
velopment  Company  gave  the  “con”  side  of  the 
question.  She  outlined  briefly  some  of  the  disadvan¬ 
tages  and  discussed  in  some  detail  some  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  would  have  to  be  overcome  in  order 
to  establish  a  service  of  real  value.  It  was  her 
opinion  that  no  service,  however  good,  would  elim¬ 
inate  the  need  of  abstracting  by  individual  libraries. 
She  stated,  however,  that  she  was  wholeheartedly  in 
favor  of  a  first-class  abstract  journal,  with  really 
good  annual  indexes,  to  cover  the  entire  petroleum 
industry  and  related  fields. 

Summary  of  Discussion 

Most  of  those  present  were  agreed  on  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  an  abstracting  service  in  the  petroleum  field 
providing:  1.  That  such  a  service  could  be  organ- 

ized.  2.  That  costs  would  not  be  excessive.  3.  That 
such  a  service  would  give  extensive  coverage  of  the 
literature.  4.  That  such  a  service  would  provide  uni¬ 
form,  authoritative  and  detailed  abstracts.  5.  That 
the  abstracts  could  be  published  and  distributed 
promptly  without  loss  of  time. 

All  agreed  that  to  distribute  the  abstracting  load 
between  various  companies  would  not  be  feasible 
but  that  such  an  abstracting  service  would  have  to 
be  organized  as  a  separate  agency  under  proper 
sponsorship  by  some  such  assoaation  as  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Petroleum  Institute. 
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However,  the  discussion  brought  out  the  fact  that 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  those  present  did  not 
consider  such  a  service  feasible.  Only  1  3  members 
voted  in  favor  of  a  further  study  of  the  problem. 

Various  objections  were  brought  out  by  the  dis¬ 
cussion.  Among  the  more  important  were:  1.  The 
importance  of  promptness  in  the  publication  of  ab¬ 
stracts  was  stressed.  Since  many  of  the  librarians 
needed  current,  up-to-the-minute  information,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  even  the  best  of  services  would  not 
be  current  enough  and  would  fail  to  eliminate  the 
need  for  abstracting  of  current  material  by  the  li¬ 
braries  themselves.  2.  It  would  be  difficult  to  secure 
agreement  on  length  and  completeness  of  abstracts 
as  well  as  coverage  of  the  literature,  etc.  3.  Such 
abstracts  would  of  necessity  have  to  be  broad  and 
general  in  treatment.  The  abstracts  would  thus  lack 
such  subject  emphasis  or  detailed  information  as 
certain  companies  consider  of  paramount  importance 
to  their  work.  Obviously,  such  emphasis  can  only  be 
achieved  by  individual  company  abstracting.  4.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  assemble  a  capable  abstracting 
staff  possessing  adequate  language  ability,  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  subject  field,  etc.  5.  Such  a  service,  if 
adequate  and  efficient,  would  be  too  costly.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  find  anyone  to  advance  the  large 
amount  of  money  necessary  to  organize,  and  perhaps 
to  subsidize,  such  a  service.  6.  Abstracting  practices 
and  needs  among  the  various  petroleum  companies 
vary  so  widely  today  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  secure  agreement  on  standardization. 

Certain  suggestions  were  made  during  the  dis¬ 
cussion  which  may  prove  of  value.  The  opinion  was 
advanced  that  the  American  Petroleum  Institute 
might  lack  the  necessary  stability  and  experience  to 
sponsor  such  an  undertaking.  It  was  suggested  that 
an  association  such  as  the  American  Chemical  So¬ 
ciety  or  its  Petroleum  Division  might  prove  more 
suitable  and  financially  able. 

It  was  suggested  that,  although  a  comprehensive 
petroleum  abstract  journal  would  be  desirable,  other 
possibilities  would  be  (a)  limit  the  coverage  to  lesser 
known  journals  and  borderline  journals,  (b)  a  ser¬ 
vice  which  would  merely  furnish  tables  of  contents 
from  a  wide  list  of  journals,  (c)  a  subject  index  to 
petroleum  literature  comparable  to  the  Industrial 
Arts  Index. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  everyone  in  agree¬ 
ment  that  the  subject  would  have  to  receive  much 
further  study  before  sponsorship  should  be  sought. 

ENGINEERING-AERONAUTICS  SECTION 

Chairman:  Robert  C.  Sale,  United  Aircraft  Corp., 

East  Hartford,  Conn. 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library.  June  1 4,  1 949.  At¬ 
tendance:  100. 

Symposium  on  Standard  Aeronautical  Indexing  Sys¬ 
tem  (S.A.I.S.)  versus  Other  Methods  of  Indexing 
Aeronautical  Engineering  Literature. 

History,  Purpose,  and  Present  Status  of  S.A.I.S. 

(typed) 

— Leslie  E.  Neville,  Director  of  S.A.l.S. 

The  .S.A.l.S.,  started  two  years  ago,  has  been 
created  mainly  to  furnish  the  Central  Air  Documents 
Office  (CADO)  with  a  distribution  guide  for  the 


automatic,  high-speed  dissemination  of  security  clas¬ 
sified  technical  information  by  the  Armed  Forces 
to  their  contractors. 

In  this  project  of  making  a  truly  functional  break¬ 
down  of  aeronautical  information,  over  2000  of  the 
experts  in  industry  and  elsewhere  collaborated  with 
the  Institute  of  Aeronautical  Sciences  in  setting  up 
the  30  divisions  of  the  system  and  formulating  sec¬ 
tions  and  subject  heading  lists  within  the  last. 

The  S.A.I.S.  is  a  combination  of  a  classification 
and  alphabetical  subject  list,  any  section  or  division 
of  which  may  be  extracted  from  the  whole  and  used 
separately.  Only  the  CADO  and  others  in  overall 
direction  will  need  the  whole  system.  It  is  compared 
to  committee  projects  of  the  Eng.-Aero.  Section  of 
SLA  whose  aeronautical  subject  headings  are  in  2 
divisions,  whereas  the  S.A.I.S.  has  50  divisions. 

TTie  author  stated  that  the  major  phase  of  the 
work  was  nearly  complete  and  it  would  soon  be 
available. 

Application  of  the  S.A.I.S.  and  Other  Indexing  Sys¬ 
tems  in  the  Central  Air  Documents  Library  (mimeo¬ 
graph) 

— Eugene  B.  Jackson,  Chief 

Technical  Information  Control  Section, 

Research  and  Development  Branch, 

Military  Planning  Division, 

Office  of  the  Quartermaster  General, 

Department  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Central  Air  Documents  Office  (CADO)  at 
Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base  in  Dayton  has  a 
collection  of  aeronautical  literature  including  some 
45,000  books,  1400  current  periodical  subscriptions 
and  over  400,000  documents.  Instead  of  having  a 
combined  catalog  the  library  has  set  up  numerous 
special  card  files  and  catalogs.  The  books  are  under 
Library  of  Congress  cards  and  subject  headings  with 
Dewey  classification  numbers.  The  periodical  card 
catalogs  utilize  the  work  of  the  Engineering  Societies 
Library  in  receiving  virtually  the  complete  ENGIN¬ 
EERING  INDEX  on  cards,  as  well  as  the  card  service 
of  the  Pacific  Aeronautics  Library. 

The  large  collection  of  documents  (research  re¬ 
ports,  etc. )  mostly  under  security  classification,  are 
of  course  the  biggest  problem.  The  first  catalog  was 
called  the  “Standard  Document  Catalog."  It  was 
of  the  dictionary  type  and  covered  some  250,000 
documents  acquired  from  the  establishment  of  the 
library  in  1 9  1 9  to  the  recent  war.  The  next  important 
step  was  the  Captured  Documents  Index.  Then  this 
was  divided  into  separate  files  of  subject  headings, 
author  headings,  English  and  foreign  titles,  micro¬ 
film  numbers,  shelf  list  and  sequence  number  (PB 
and  other  series  numbers). 

Later  the  title  files  were  discontinued  because  they 
were  of  little  reference  use.  Then  files  by  originating 
agency  and  publishing  agency  were  added.  Finally 
the  Air  Technical  Index,  now  containing  over  35,000 
subject  headings,  was  classified  according  to  the 
S.A.I.S. 

All  of  the  Air  Technical  Index  documents,  as  were 
the  captured  documents,  are  automatically  micro¬ 
filmed  and  their  catalog  cards  contain  abstracts.  By 
some  considerations,  the  CADO  Library  was  not  a 
masterfully  thought-out  and  coordinated  activity, 
but  it  has  accomplished  its  purpose  of  performing 
reference  service  in  an  acceptable  manner  for  its 
patrons. 


Advantages  of  Alphabetical  Subject  Headings  and 
Numerical  Classification  Systems  as  Indexing 
Methods. 

— Marion  L.  Stute,  Librarian 

Engineering  Library,  Lockheed  Aircraft  Corpora¬ 
tion, 

Burbank,  California. 

(Copy  of  paper  not  received  by  editor  or  Section 
chairman. ) 


Colonel  A.  A.  Arnhym,  Chief,  Air  Documents 
Division,  Intelligence  Department,  Air  Materiel 
Command,  Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  was  present  at  the  meeting  and  briefly 
sketched  the  history  of  the  Central  Air  Documents 
Office  (CADO). 

CHEMISTRY  SECTION 

Chairman:  Dr.  Leora  E.  Straka,  Goodyear  Tire 
and  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Clark  Hotel.  Los  Angeles.  June  16,  1949.  At¬ 
tendance:  95 

The  Use  of  a  Classification  Schedule  in  a  Technical 
Library  and  the  Techniques  of  its  Application. 

(mimeograph) 

— Margaret  P.  Hilligan,  Librarian 

General  Mills,  Inc.  Research  Laboratory 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

This  paper  might  be  called  Part  II  of  one  by  M.  J. 
Voigt  in  the  November  1946  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES 
on  the  development  of  the  same  classification.  There¬ 
fore,  as  background,  perhaps  that  article  should  be 
read  first.  In  applying  the  system  to  all  items  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  library  —  books,  pamphlets,  reprints, 
photostats,  microfilms,  patents  and  journal  articles, 
the  only  weakness  found  is  in  classifying  books.  It 
has  been  concluded  that  a  more  general  simplified 
classification  or  a  universal  static  one  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  for  the  books,  rather  than  the  detailed  expanding 
one  used  for  other  materials. 

The  classified  catalog  at  General  Mills  (compris¬ 
ing  90%  of  the  card  file)  appears  to  be  an  up-to-the- 
minute  information  file  of  the  literature  on  all  their 
specific  interests.  About  1 50i  journals  are  reviewed 
every  2  weeks  and  about  100  items  chosen  for  the 
bi-weekly  bulletin.  At  the  same  time  author  and 
subject  cards  are  made  for  the  classified  catalog. 
The  combined  operations  require  about  48  hours  of 
clerical  time  and  20  hours  of  professional  time. 
When  space  for  the  cards  became  a  problem,  a  six 
year  accumulation  of  120.000  cards  was  out  on  21 
rolls  of  1 6  mm.  microfilm. 


NOMINATIONS 

Start  thinking  about  your  choices  for  our 
next  Group  officers,  namely  a  chairman,  vice- 
chairman  (chairman-elect)  and  a  secretary- 
treasurer.  Miss  Anne  Nicholson,  Pennsylvania 
Salt  Mfg.  Co.  Chestnut  Hill  P.  O.  Box  4388, 
Philadelphia  1 8,  is  the  chairman  of  the  nomin¬ 
ating  committee  and  would  appreciate  any  sug¬ 
gestions  you  might  have. 
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Evaluation  of  Some  Outside  Services  in  the  Fidd  of 
Chemistry  and  ChemicsJ  Technology,  (mimeograph) 

— Jolan  M.  Fertig,  Librarian,  . 

Westinghouse  Research  Laboratories 

East  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Dr.  Fertig  has  made  an  opinion  survey  of  some 

2  5  services  and  the  following  are  results  of  3  3  replies 
from  selected  chemical  librariams.  The  opinions  on 

3  of  the  services  made  very  interesting  listening  in 
Dr.  Fer tig’s  inimitable  presentation  but,  we  regret, 
are  unprintable  here  (not  morally,  but  legally). 
Tliese  were  on  an  alleged  non-profit  Chicago  outfit 
which  is  termed  a  glorified  clipping  and  letter-writ¬ 
ing  bureau;  an  old  established  New  York  firm  famed 
for  presenting  as  original  reports  articles  copied  from 
current  (?)  journals  (see  Chem.  and  Met.  June 
1937,  p.  299  and  Plastics  (London)  May  1944, 
p.  167);  and  a  new  (1947)  New  York  translation 
bureau  which  greatly  overrates  the  contents  of  its 
selected  articles  in  ads. 

As  for  the  acceptable  services,  we  can  take  space 
only  to  name  them  and  give  the  general  rating:  In¬ 
terscience  Publishers  —  abstracts  on  ( 1 )  RUB¬ 
BERS,  RESINS  AND  PLASTICS,  (2)  NATURAL 
AND  SYNTHETIC  FIBERS,  (3)  FATS,  OILS, 
DETERGENTS:  excellent  coverage  and  contents. 
ENGINEERING  INDEX  CARD  SERVICE:  minor 
complaints,  annual  volume  used  more.  PREVEN¬ 
TION  OF  DETERIORATION  ABSTRACTS:  ex¬ 
cellent  coverage  and  contents.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF  SCIENTIFIC  AND  INDUSTRIAL  REPORTS 
(Bibliography  of  Technical  Reports  since  July 
1949):  fair,  considering  task  undertaken  but  has 
frequent  errors  and  poor  indexing.  TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION  PILOT  (for  holders  of  Navy  con¬ 
tracts  only)  :  excellent.  NUCLEIAR  SCIENCE  AB- 
STT^ACT3:  excellent  abstracts  and  indexing. 

GUIDE  TO  RUSSIAN  SCIENTIFIC  PERIODICAL 
LITERATURE  (Brookhaven  Lab.):  very  helpful 
in  its  field  —  nuclear  science.  MONTHLY  LIST  OF 
RUSSIAN  ACCESSIONS  (Supt.  Documents)  :  help¬ 
ful;  better  if  titles  translated.  CONSULTANTS’ 
BUREIAU  (translations) :  very  good  in  petroleum 
field.  CHAS.  A.  MEYER  AND  CO. :  good,  high 
grade  translations.  CARL  L.  DEMRICK:  transla¬ 
tions  good  (one  dissenter);  fees  reasonable.  THE 
TECHNICAL  SURVEY  (Peter  J.  Gaylor)  :  accur¬ 
ate  and  prompt.  FACTS  AND  COMPARISONS, 
INC. :  well-thought-of  review  of  current  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  and  biological  literature.  UNLISTED  DRUGS: 
very  valuable  to  pharmaceutical  firms  (see  Mar.  and 

May  SCI-TECH  NEWS  —  ed  ).  PLASTICS  NEWS 
LETTER:  good  compilation  of  new  developments. 
KRESGE-HOOKER  SCIENTIFIC  LIBRARY: 
good,  reliable  translations.  ENGINEERING  SOCIE¬ 
TIES  LIBRARY  SERVICE  BUREAU:  good,  prompt 
service.  CURRENT  LIST  OF  MEDICAL  LITERA¬ 
TURE:  accurate  and  prompt.  IRA  RINEHART’S 
OIL  REPORTS:  good  service  but  no  index.  ATOM¬ 
IC  ENERGY  REGULATIONS:  scattered  informa¬ 
tion  well  collected;  over-priced. 

Youi*  editor  will  supply  the  address  of  the  pub¬ 
lishers  of  any  of  these  services  if  needed  promptly. 
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'The  Art  of  Searching  the  Literature,  (hectograph) 
— Lucy  O.  Lewton,  Research  Librarian 
Celanese  Corporation  of  America 
Summit,  N.  J. 

(read  by  Lois  W.  Brock,  Akron,  Ohio) 

Literature  searching  may  be  of  several  types,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  purpose.  Covered  here  are  ( 1 ) 
search  for  spot  information;  (2)  the  survey  or  bibli¬ 
ography;  (3)  the  patent  search. 

Types  of  spot  information  most  frequently  called 
for  are:  1.  What  is  it,  or  what  is  in  it?  (tradenames, 
etc.)  ;  2.  What  is  it  like?  (properties)  ;  3.  What  is  it 
for?  (uses);  4.  Who  makes  it?  (manufacturers, 
suppliers)  ;  5.  How  much  does  it  cost?  6.  How  much 
is  there  of  it?  7.  What  does  it  mean?  8.  Who  is  he 
and  what  is  his  address?  Many  source  books  are 
listed  for  answering  each  of  these  questions. 

Rules  and  standard  practices  are  then  given  for 
all  types  of  bibliographies.  The  skill  required  for 
digging  out  all  pertinent  references  is  illustrated  by 
numerous  examples  of  ways  in  which  they  are  missed 
through  varied  nomenclature  and  indexing.  The 
searcher  must  use  imagination  in  choosing  headings 
to  be  covered.  Searches  should  go  from  the  general 
to  the  specific  and  chronologically  backward,  in 
order  to  pick  up  reviews  or  bibliographies  by  others 
—  which  may  terminate  the  search. 

Patent  searches,  always  important,  range  from 
the  anticipation  search  (to  determine  advisability  of 
filing)  to  the  infringement  search,  which  involves  the 
highest  skill  and  may  lead  even  to  a  Sears  Roebuck 
Catalog. 

All  of  the  sources  needed  for  all  these  searches 
are  listed  in  the  paper  and  it  is  also  very  well  docu¬ 
mented  by  a  bibliography  of  books  and  previous 
papers  on  the  subject. 

METALS  SECTION 

Chairman:  Ralph  H.  Hopp,  Battelle  Memorial  In¬ 
stitute,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Since  Sept.  1,  1949  —  Univ.  of  Illinois  Engrg.  Li¬ 
brary. 

Los  Angeles  County  Public  Library.  June  16,  1949. 
Attendance:  50 

It  There  an  Iron  Curtain  in  the  Metallurgical  Litera¬ 
ture?  (hectograph) 

— Henry  Brutcher,  Technical  Translator 
Altadena,  California. 

The  answer  to  the  title  question  is  YEIS.  And  it 
is  not  only  of  recent  date.  Although  worse  now  then 
ever  before,  the  curtain  has  existed  for  important 
statistics  ever  since  the  start  of  the  Soviet  technical 
literature  about  1926. 

Most  of  the  Russian  metallurgical  journals  started 
around  the  time  of  the  first  5 -year  plan  announced 
in  1929.  The  history  of  over  a  dozen  good  metal¬ 
lurgical  journals  is  reviewed  (although  most  Russian 
journals  have  an  above-average  quota  of  naive  or 
unoriginal  papers).  Almost  writhout  exception  each 
stopped  abruptly  in  mid-volume  between  1938  and 
1 940  —  some  even  as  a  surprise  to  the  editors,  ac¬ 
cording  to  material  in  the  last  issues.  However,  it  is 
believed  that  some  did  continue  under  strictly  limited 
domestic  circulation.  There  is  also  known  to  be  a 
number  of  high-quality  "house  organ’’  type  period- 


icals  containing  original  metallurgical  research  which 
have  never  been  available  for  foreign  circulation. 

At  the  present  time  the  few  Russian  journals  on 
the  “export  list”  are  available  from  just  one  source 
—  the  Four  Continents  Book  Corp.  in  New  York. 
These  consist  chiefly  of  more  general  journals  some¬ 
times  including  metallurgical  articles,  but  none  of  the 
pre-war  specialized  metallurgy  periodicals.  Even  the 
Soviet-licensed  German  journals  are  under  strict  con¬ 
trol  by  oral  orders. 

In  conclusion,  the  author  envisions  a  Utopian  in¬ 
ternational  metallurgical  journal  based  on  free  world 
exchange  of  technical  information. 

How  to  Find  Forngn  Metallurgical  Literature. 

(hectograph) 

— John  T.  Milek,  Librarian 

Babcock  and  Wilcox  Co. 

Alliance,  Ohio. 

Having  found  that  the  I  3-year-old  book  “How  to 
Find  Metallurgical  Information”  by  Rimbach  was 
the  most  recent  in  the  field,  the  present  author  set 
out  to  bring  Rimbach  up  to 'date.  He  has  accumu¬ 
lated  hundreds  of  book  and  periodical  references 
and  it  is  hoped  to  have  the  whole  in  print  in  a  very 
few  months. 

Among  the  30  or  more  foreigi\  metallurgical  ab¬ 
stracting  services  covered  are:  The  Iron  and  Steel 
Institute,  The  Institute  of  Metals,  British  Non-Fer¬ 
rous  Metals  Research  Assn.,  Stahl  und  Eisen,  Revue 
de  Metallurgie,  and  Die  Giesserei.  Notable  bibli¬ 
ographies  and  special  reports  of  metallurgical  infor¬ 
mation  are  those  prepared  by  the  Library  and  Infor¬ 
mation  Department  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute. 
In  the  field  of  periodicals  Mr.  Milek  has  listed  about 
450  foreign  ones  in  his  coming  publication,  while  the 
American  Society  for  Metals  Review  of  Current 
Metal  Literature  covers  only  I  32. 

Rimbach's  book  listed  over  1 000  American  and 
foreign  books  on  metallurgy  and  a  bibliography  of 
books  from  1936-1946  by  S.  E.  Warren  listed  770. 
Mr.  Milek's  present  foreign  book  references  number 
about  1035. 

A  valuable  review  of  the  Russian  iron  and  steel 
industry  appeared  in  a  Czechoslovakian  journal  in 
1946  and  was  translated  in  ENGINEERING  Feb.  6, 
1948. 

An  interesting  prospect  for  the  future  is  the 
UNESCO  plan  for  a  United  Nations  Library,  along 
with  the  numerous  recommendations  made  for  in¬ 
ternational  exchange  of  information  at  the  Princeton 
Conference  in  1946  and  reported  in  the  UNELSCO 
Bulletin  for  Libraries  Vol.  1,  No.  3,  June  1947. 

Translation  Services  for  Metallurgical  Literature. 

— Wayne  A.  Kalenich,  Librarian, 

Southwest  Research  Institute, 

San  Antonio,  Texas. 

No  copies  of  this  paper  are  available,  since  Mr. 
Kalenich  spoke  extemporaneously.  He  told  briefly  of 
the  progress  of  the  Sci-Tech  Translations  and  Trans¬ 
lators  Directories,  which  have  been  described  in 
previous  issues  of  SCI-TECH  NEWS.  This  is  now  an 
Association  project,  with  Mr.  Kalenich  as  chairman. 


Note:  On  September  I  Section  Chairman  Ralph 
Hopp  resigned  as  librarian  at  Battelle  Memorial 
Institute  to  go  to  the  University  of  Illinois  for  work 
toward  a  Fh.D.  in  Library  Science.  At  present  he 
is  also  working  part-time  in  the  Elngineering  Library 
of  the  University. 


PUBLIC  UTILITIES  SECTION 

Chairman:  Alma  C.  Mitchell,  Public  Service  Co.  of 
N.  J.,  Newark. 

Los  Angeles  Municipal  Water  and  Power  Dept.,  June 
16,  1949.  Attendance:  7. 

After  luncheon,  at  which  Mrs.  Frances  Davis,  the 
hostess  librarian  presided,  the  group  adjourned  to 
the  Library.  Because  of  the  small  number  of  public 
utility  librarians  attending,  a  formal  meeting  was  not 
held  and  no  papers  were  presented.  However,  those 
present  decided  upon  the  following  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  be  considered  by  the  Section: 

1 .  The  compilation  of  an  alphabetical  list  of  power 
plants  with  tabular  description  of  each. 

2.  Bring  pressure  to  bear  on  getting  some  of  the 
magazines  like  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  AND 
POWER  into  INDUSTRIAL  ARTS  INDEX. 


Comments  Wanted  on  Metal  Literature  Classification 

The  American  Society  for  Metals  Literature  Clas¬ 
sification  Committee  has  completed  the  preliminary 
draft  of  a  classification  scheme  for  metallurgical 
literature  adaptable  to  punched  card  operation.  A 
sample  card  has  also  been  designed.  The  Committee 
is  anxious  to  have  comments  from  potential  users  as 
to  the  workability  of  the  classification.  Copies  of  the 
system  and  sample  cards  may  be  borrowed  from 
Miss  Meredith  Wright,  SLA  representative.  National 
Carbon  Co.,  P.  O.  Box  6087,  Cleveland  1,  Ohio. 
Comments  should  be  addressed  either  to  her,  or  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Hy- 
slop,  American  Society  for  Metals,  7301  Euclid 
Avenue,  Cleveland  3,  Ohio.  The  early  plans  and 
outline  of  this  scheme  were  reported  in  our  March 
issue  this  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  projected  classification  system 
will  serve  a  three-fold  purpose:  (a)  to  provide  a 
logical  and  fairly  simple  breakdown  of  the  entire 
metallurgical  field  which  can  have  universal  applica¬ 
tions  in  classifying  the  literature;  (b)  to  serve  as  a 
guide  for  a  punch  card  filing  system  that  can  be  used 
by  the  individual  metallurgist  or  research  worker  for 
his  own  data  collections;  (c)  to  be  used  as  a  pattern 
for  classifying  the  abstracts  published  in  the  A.  S.  M. 
Review  of  Metal  Literature,  which  can  then  carry 
appropriate  code  designations. 

While  the  general  advantages  and  limitations  of 
punch  cards  have  been  borne  in  mind,  the  classifica¬ 
tion  has  been  designed  according  to  a  logical  sub¬ 
division  of  fields  of  interest,  and  it  has  been  assumed 
that  a  card  can  be  designed  to  suit  the  resulting 
breakdown.  The  main  classification  is  patterned  on 
a  logical  arrangement  of  processes  and  properties, 
without  any  attempt  to  subdivide  according  to  metals 
or  materials;  the  latter  will  be  provided  for  in  a  sup¬ 
plementary  classification. 

PREPARE  FOR  ATLANTIC  CITY 

Believe  it  or  not,  it  is  time  to  start  thinking  about 
the  1950  convention.  All  members  are  urged  to  send 
suggestions  as  well  as  willingness  to  present  papers, 
and  cooperate  in  any  way  possible  with  carrying  out 
the  program.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Sec¬ 
tion  Chairmen  or  to  the  Group  Chairman. 

Titles  of  papers  proposed  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chairmen  by  Jan.  1,  1950.  If  you  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  talk  about,  what  would  you  like  to  hear  some¬ 
one  else  discuss? 
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Whose  ZentralbUtt  Do  You  Take? 

We  are  very  late  with  this  item,  but  just  after  our 
last  deadline  one  of  our  members  who  was  curious 
enough  about  the  two  editions  of  CHEMISCHES 
ZENTRALBL A I  I  to  write  the  respective  editors, 
kindly  furnished  us  with  the  following  translated 
replies.  Take  your  choice. 

AKADEMIE-VERLAG  GJM.B.H. 

November  25,  1948 

Dear  MiM  . : 

Thank  you  for  letter  of  November  8.  We  shall  be  glad 
to  give  you  detailed  information  about  the  Chemiaches 
Zentralblatt  published  by  us. 

The  publication  of  Chemiaches  Zentralblatt  has  been  re¬ 
sumed  since  April,  1947.  We  started  to  put  out  two  issues 
in  one,  per  month.  Later  on  we  plan  to  put  out  a  weekly 
publication.  The  cost  per  quarter  year  subscription  is 
$16.50.  This  includes  aU  registers,  postage  and  packaging 
expenses. 

In  order  to  fill  up  the  gap  of  unpublished  issues  caused 
by  the  end  of  the  war,  we  are  publishing  supplements  for 
the  years  1945-1946  including  their  corresponding  indexes. 
These  are  still  in  preparation.  1  would  like  to  point  out 
that  for  the  year  1945.  the  supplement  starts  only  with  the 
second  quarter  (April).  The  first  quarter  volume  was 
published  during  the  war  by  the  then  existing  Verlag 
Chemie.  But  due  to  war  conditions  a  great  number  of  the 
issues  sent  were  lost;  Verlag  Chemie  plana  therefore  to 
make  a  reprint  of  this  issue  some  time  in  the  future;  the 
exact  date  cannot  be  settled,  however.  The  cost  per  quar¬ 
ter  is  also  $16.50,  the  Author  register  alone  being  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  price.  The  subject  and  Formula  indexes  are  sold 
separately. 

The  following  registers  have  also  appeared: 

Subject  index  (1943)  $10.50 

Formula  index  (1943)  3.60 

Author  index  (1944,  11)  2.40 

No  issues  were  published  in  the  first  quarter  of  1947. 
The  supplements  started  to  appear  after  the  interruption  in 
the  second  quarter  and  there  was  no  gap  in  the  journal. 
Besides  the  Subject  and  Formula  indexes  for  1943  and  the 
Author  index  for  1944.  11.  we  regret  not  to  be  able  to  sup¬ 
ply  you  with  the  issues  missing  in  your  collection  prior  to 
1945  since  we  do  not  have  any  copies  available. 

In  regard  to  the  two  editions  of  the  Zentralblatt  referred 
to  in  your  letter  we  wish  you  to  know  that  Edition  Berlin  and 
Edition  Langenzalze  are  both  issued  by  our  publishing  firm; 
a  German  postal  regulation  requires  that  the  shipping  place 
be  printed  on  the  journals. 

Verlag  Chemie  Heidelberg  and  Berlin  is  not  the  same 
publishing  house  as  ours.  The  Chemisches  Zentralblatt  is¬ 
sued  by  our  publishing  house  is  the  authentic  continuation 
of  the  classical  reference  work  which  since  1830  has  guided 
and  informed  the  chemist  of  domestic  and  foreign  published 
literature. 

We  hope  to  have  assisted  you  with  this  information  and 
look  forward  with  interest  toward  your  reply. 

Akademie-Verlag 
V  ert  riebs- Abteilung 
Dr.  Melms 


VERLAG  CHEMIE 

March  13.  1949 

Dear  Miss  . . . 

We  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  January  26,  I  949.  As  in¬ 
habitants  of  blockaded  Berlin  we  appreciate  the  interest 
which  we  and  our  work  are  arousing  in  the  western 
countries. 

We  shall  attempt  to  describe  to  you  frankly  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  brought  about  the  development  of  Chemiaches 
Zentralblatt  in  the  Post  War  years,  in  the  hope  that  you  will 
understand  somewhat  the  unfortunate  occurrence  of  two 
different  editions  (of  this  journal). 

Until  the  collapse  (of  Germany)  the  Chemische  Zentral¬ 
blatt  was  published  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Maximilian 
Pflucke  to  whom,  vrithout  doubt,  goes  the  credit  of  bringing 
our  Journal  to  a  high  standard  by  the  selection  of  competent 
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editorial  collaborators.  Unfortunately,  personal  ambition 
incited  Dr.  Pflucke  to  join  the  Nazi  party.  He  became  a 
member  in  1933  and  after  that  his  activity  in  the  party  in.- 
creased  steadily,  so  that  he  was  not  reluctant  to  terrorize 
his  editorial  collaborators,  who  were  for  the  most  part  anti- 
Nazi;  the  result  was  an  increasing  tension  between  him  and 
his  co-workers,  which  came  to  a  climax  in  April,  1945, 
when,  in  order  to  avoid  the  consequences  of  his  past  ac¬ 
tivities,  he  declared  himself  ready  to  shift  the  Zentralblatt 
to  Moscow,  since  its  publication  could  not  be  restored  (in 
Germany)  at  the  time. 

it  was  then  that  seven  out  of  the  original  12  members  of 
the  editorial  committee  (2  had  been  killed)  came  together 
»nd  decided  to  operate  under  an  American  license,  which 
was  granted  on  Nov.  4,  1 946.  Verlag  Chemie  being  the  sole 
firm  authorized  to  continue  the  publication  of  Zentralblatt. 
We  designated  as  Vol.  I  I  8  the  first  volume  which  appeared 
after  the  war  in  1947  under  our  direction.  Our  intention 
is  to  work  up  vol.  116  and  117  (1945  and  1946)  when 
time  permits,  in  order  to  connect  with  Vol.  11^  (1944) 
which  was  the  last  complete  volume  published. 

A  short  time  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  issues  of 
our  Vol.  118  (1947)  Dr.  Pflucke,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
few  co-workers  who  without  exception  were  members  of 
the  Nazi  party  (SSDAP)  also  published  a  Vol.  118  to 
Chemisches  Zentralblatt  under  a  Soviet  license  issued  in  the 
Soviet  zone  in  March  1947;  this  was  a  breach  of  the  stipu¬ 
lations  of  the  Control  council.  This  license  was  granted  to 
Akademie  Verlag,  a  government  controlled  outfit  under 
Soviet  influence,  which  came  to  life  in  Feb.  1947. 

And  so  it  is  that  today  two  editions  of  Chemisches  Zen¬ 
tralblatt  are  appearing  in  Germany.  Dr.  Pflucke  is  in  any 
case  a  propagandist  and  advocate  of  Soviet  aims. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  give  you  further  information. 

Twenty-six  double  issues  of  our  Vol.  118  of  the  21entral- 
blatt  have  appeared  in  1947  and  13  double  issues  (No.  1/2 
-  25/26)  of  Vol.  I  19  have  been  published  in  the  first  half 
of  1948.  Four  double  issues  (1/2  -  7/8)  have  appeared 
so  far  in  the  second  half  of  1948. 

We  hope  that  in  a  few  months  we  shall  have  caught  up 
with  the  publication  of  the  1948  volume  which  has  been 
greatly  delayed  by  difficulties  of  technical  nature.  Both 
Subject  and  Formula  indexes  for  1947  and  1948  will  also 
be  completed  this  year.  They  can  only  be  published  after 
completion  of  Vol.  I  1 9  because  of  the  existing  technical 
difficulties  which  hamper  the  printing  business. 

With  best  regards. 

Dr.  Pangritz 
Dr.  Klever 


NUMERICAL  INDEX  TO  THE  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF  SCIENTIFIC  AND  INDUSTRIAL  REPORTS. 

VOLUMES  1-10,  1946-1948 

The  PB  Numerical  Index  of  the  Science-Tech¬ 
nology  Croup  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  and 
a  tentative  publication  date  of  September  1949  has 
been  set. 

The  Office  of  Technical  Services  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  has  notified  the  compiling  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  S.L.A.  INDEX  that  they  are  compiling 
a  Supplement,  in  mimeograph  form,  for  the  PB  num¬ 
bers  in  Volume  1  I,  January-June  1949,  This  Sup¬ 
plement  will  be  available  from  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.,  price  not  yet  known. 


FINAL  ON  SPACE  SURVEY 

Our  thanks  to  those  who  have  contributed  to  mak¬ 
ing  this  very  minor  project  possible.  On  the  basis  of 
14  replies  from  libraries  of  all  types  except  Public 
Utilities  and  Aeronautics  we  have  an  average  figure 
of  10.8  sq.  ft.  per  technical  employee  of  the  company 
and  32 1  sq.  ft.  per  1 000  books. 


CHAPTER  NEWS  AND  NOTES 


ROBOT  UBRARIAN 


St.  Louis  Chapter 

We  present  the  following  idea  —  Language 
Classes  in  a  Library  —  lifted  from  the  Chapter 

SLATE. 

“Would  you  like  to  learn  Russian  or  German  in 
your  spare  time  —  say,  during  your  lunch  hour  right 
at  your  place  of  business?  Instead  of  your  wasting 
time  going  to  class,  we  will  bring  the  class  to  you; 
we  will  meet  right  here  in  our  library.  We  offer  the 
equivalent  of  a  regular  college  course  taught  by  fully 
qualified  instructors,  tuition-free,  just  for  the  price 
of  the  textbook.  The  Russian  texts  are  $2.75;  the 
German  texts  are  $1.00.  The  books  will  cost  you 
less  than  that,  since  we  get  a  1 5  %  discount  on  all 
books!”  Such  was  my  verbal  approach  of  last  Au¬ 
gust,  an  approach  that  has  brought  satisfying  results. 

Often  a  chemist  would  return  a  German  article 
to  the  library  with  that  “Whew!”  look  and  inform 
me  that  he  needed  a  little  “brushing  up”  on  his  Ger¬ 
man.  Quite  often  1  found  myself  struggling  with  a 
Russian  dictionary  in  a  vain  effort  to  classify  some 
of  the  Russian  reprints  in  our  library.  It  served  to 
convince  me  more  than  ever  of  the  existence  of  the 
iron  curtain  ...  A  problem  existed.  Problems  re¬ 
quire  solutions.  ' 

Dr.  Joseph  Siefker,  of  our  laboratory,  had  always 
been  helpful  in  translating  Russian  technical  articles. 
Mr.  William  Weber,  also  from  our  laboratory,  had 
been  co-operative  with  any  problems  pertaining  to 
the  German  language.  I  approached  them  with  my 
problem,  suggesting  the  possibility  of  language 
classes  to  be  held  during  the  noon  hour  lunch  period 
in  the  library.  They  generously  offered  their  services 
and  urged  me  to  make  a  survey  of  the  overall  interest 
in  such  a  project.  The  interest  was  overwhelming; 
it  was  imperative  that  the  classes  be  limited  to  Re¬ 
search  personnel  only.  Students  were  “registered;” 
texts  were  ordered;  notices  of  each  class  schedule 
were  posted. 

Classes  began  in  October,  1948  and  are  still  in 
operation,  auspiciously  planning  to  continue  the 
schedule  for  next  year.  Each  class  meets  3  times  per 
week  for  35  minute  periods.  The  regular  students 
are  required  to  take  the  examination  and  do  the 
homework.  “Auditors”  simply  attend  classes  and 
glean  what  little  they  can  from  the  courses,  simply 
by  attending  classes.  Tire  auditors,  too,  are  pleased 
with  their  progress,  even  if  one’s  time  for  study  is 
nil,  a  little  nudge  three  times  a  week  is  bound  to 
bring  results. 

Since  our  language  class  “experiment”  has  proved 
to  be  of  value,  other  courses  have  been  suggested 
and  competent  instructors  have  offered  their  ser¬ 
vices.  We  are  enthusiastically  looking  forward  to  an 
interesting,  more  inclusive  program  for  next  year. 

- Mrs.  Valborg  Hendrickson,  Librarian 

Anheuser-Busch,  Inc. 

Texas  Chapter 

Congratulations  to  our  new  baby  Chapter  (imag¬ 
ine  Texas  being  the  baby).  At  Los  Angeles  on  June 
1 4th  a  charter  was  granted  to  eleven  petitioners  for 
a  new  Texas  Chapter.  Miss  Louise  Jackson,  Humble 
Oil  and  Refining  Co.,  Houston,  is  president  and  Miss 
Mary  Herren,  Pan-American  Refining  Corp.,  Texas 
City,  is  vice-president. 


Are  we  science  librarians  to  go  the  way  of  the 
village  blacksmith  and  the  lamplighter?  Not  right 
away,  but  it  does  bring  home  the  age  of  mechaniza¬ 
tion  when  you  hear  about  the  “rapid  selector,”  which 
can  look  at  every  entry  in  30  years  of  CHEMICAL 
ABSTRACTS  in  I  5  minutes. 

1  his  super-electronic  instrument,  developed  from 
principles  suggested  by  Vannevar  Bush  before  the 
war  (the  thinking  machine),  is  now  being  tested  for 
performance  at  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
under  the  direction  of  Librarian  Ralph  Shaw.  Infor¬ 
mation  is  microfilmed  from  originals  of  any  size  on 
half  of  a  35  mm.  film  and  coded  on  the  other  half 
by  means  of  a  pattern  of  light  and  dark  spots  which 
can  have  1  0  million  variations.  Then  a  master  key 
card  is  punched  in  the  code  of  the  desired  informa¬ 
tion  and  inserted  in  the  machine.  As  the  film  rolls 
by  at  the  rate  of  360  feet  or  up  to  100,000  items 
per  minute,  every  time  a  matching  card  is  passed, 
a  flash  lamp  is  set  off  and  the  information  on  that 
card  is  photographed  on  a  separate  film.  Then  after 
development,  which  may  be  as  quick  as  1 0  seconds 
by  a  new  Kodak  process,  presto,  you  have  a  complete 
bibliography  of  your  subject.  Thus  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  of  librarians  may  become  coders  rather  than 
literature  searchers. 

In  case  you  are  wondering  if  this  instrument  will 
fit  into  next  year’s  budget,  better  wait  for  the  junior 
model.  It  is  estimated  that  the  unique  machine  at  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  Library  will  cost  $50,000 
to  duplicate.  However,  the  designers.  Engineering 
Research  Associates  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  are  con¬ 
sidering  a  simpler  model  which  would  be  practical 
for  5,000  to  10,000  items  and  might  just  stop  the 
master  film  for  examination  rather  than  filming  it. 

The  Rapid  Selector  will  be  further  described  by 
Ralph  Shaw  at  the  Atlantic  City  ACS  meeting  this 
month  in  a  symposium  on  electronic  equipment  for 
chemical  information  work. 

RECENT  BIBLIOGRAPHIES  RECEIVED  FOR 
S-T  SECTION  OF  SLA  BIBLIOGRAPHY  POOL 

Chemical  Assay  of  d,  I  Desoxyephedrine,  1938-1948 
Chemical  Assay  of  Aspirin,  Phenacetin  and  Caffeine 

Combinations,  1938-1948 
Thiophene  (Thiofuran),  1926-1947 
Pepsin,  Manufacture  and  Uses.  1907-1949 
Blood  Substitutes,  1942-1948 
Beryllium  Copper  Alloys,  1938- 1 948 
Gelatin  as  Blood  Plasma  Substitute,  1938-1947 
Ovomucoid,  1920-1947 
Magnetic  Amplifiers,  1939-1949 


ASLIB  PROCEEDINGS  1  ( 1 )  :33-41,  Jan.  1949. 

The  library  liaison  officer  system  of  the  Royal  Air¬ 
craft  Elstablishment.  J.  C.  W.  de  la  Bere  and  Mary 
Dyke. 

In  order  to  serve  effectively  a  complex  organiza¬ 
tion  with  various  departments  and  a  wide  range  of 
subject  interest,  a  library  liaison  officer  is  appointed 
by  the  Head  of  a  Department  after  consultation  with 
the  Librarian.  The  L.  L.  O.  is  employed  only  part- 
time  on  library  work  so  that  he  may  continue  with 
his  research  interests.  The  actual  method  of  circulat¬ 
ing  journals  and  indexing  them  is  described. 
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CURRENT  ARTICLES  OF  INTEREST 
Domestic  and  forei^  periodicals  in  the  field  of  or¬ 
ganic  chemistry:  a  statistical  analysis.  SCIENCE 
110:107-109  (July  29.  1949).  Boig,  F.  S. 

Data  for  the  study  was  obtained  from  the  chem¬ 
istry  section  of  CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS  for  1937 
and  1947.  The  study  indicates  that  the  J.  AMERI¬ 
CAN  CHEMICAL  SOCIETY  is  the  leading  world 
journal  in  the  field  with  J.  CHEMICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  LONDON.  HELVETICA  CHIMICA  ACTA.  J. 
GENERAL  CHEMISTRY  (USSR)  and  COMPTES 
RENDUS  following  in  that  order.  The  BERICHTE 
and  ANNALEN  show  a  tremendous  decrease  in  ab¬ 
stracted  articles  over  1937.  Among  countries  of 
publication  are  U.  S..  Britain,  France,  Russia  and 
Switzerland.  3  7  of  all  articles  published  are  in 
English.  French,  German,  Russian  and  Italian,  in 
that  order,  account  for  the  remainder. 

Dcunestic  and  foreign  periodicals  in  the  field  of 
petroleum  chonistry — a  statistical  analysis.  OIL  and 
GAS  JOURNAL  47(51 )  :l99-200.204,207-8  April 
21.  1 949.  Boig.  F.  S.  and  K.  A.  Loftman 

A  godsend  to  the  new  librarian  considering  a 
periodical  list  or  even  for  the  more  experienced  li¬ 
brarian  who  is  suddenly  called  upon  to  increase  her 
list  due  to  new  company  interests.  This  article,  as 
well  as  the  others  in  the  series  of  analyses  of  technical 
periodicals  is  useful  in  determining  the  most  import¬ 
ant  journals  a  petroleum  library  should  have  for  its 
reference  file.  The  results  of  the  data  obtained  from 
articles  abstracted  in  the  Petroleum  section  of 
CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS  indicate  these  facts: 
there  are  20  leading  journals  in  the  field;  the  only 
countries  of  importance  are  U.  S.,  Russia,  England, 
France  and  Germany  in  that  order;  English  is  by  far 
the  most  important  language  of  publication  and 
there  is  no  necessity  for  knowledge  of  any  foreign 
language  by  the  petroleum  chemist. 

How  readable  is  your  technical  report?  J.  CHEMI¬ 
CAL  EDUCATION  26(7)  :374-76(  1949).  Gray, 
Dwight  E. 

Concerned  with  2  phases  in  the  preparation  of  a 
technical  document:  (1  )  report  checking  procedure. 
The  main  divisions  of  the  report  and  their  functions 
are  analyzed.  (2)  Prepublication  checking  routine. 

Where  to  find  information  on  mineral  raw  materials. 
CHEMICAL  INDUSTRIES  64(6)  :9 30- 31  (1949). 
Leighton,  M.  W. 

Information  sources  and  references  to  assist  the 
librarian  in  finding  the  facts  for  the  chemical  market 
researcher. 

New  tools  for  the  control  and  use  of  research  ma¬ 
terials.  PROC.  AMERICAN  PHILOSOPHICAL  SO¬ 
CIETY  93(3):248-52  (June  10.  1949).  Taube, 
Mortimer. 

Considers  the  experimental  outlook  which  has  en¬ 
tered  the  field  of  scientific  services.  Some  of  the 
machines  and  instruments  actually  in  use  or  being 
developed  as  an  outgrowth  of  this  new  research  are 
briefly  described:  the  Adjustable  Aligning  Device. 
Bush  Rapid  Selector,  Univac,  Ultrafax;  the  photo¬ 
graphic  developments,  microfilm  reader  and  camera 
developed  by  the  Dutch  Philips’  company.  These 
significant  developments  help  to  solve  the  problem 
of  searching  and  reproducing  information,  but, 
queries  the  author,  who  will  abstract  and  code  the 
material  in  the  first  place? 
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Punched  card  technique  in  indexing  technical  liter¬ 
ature.  INFORMATION  (A.S.L.I.B.)  2(2)  :9.18.24, 
32  (Dec.  1948).  Mouy,  S. 

A  good  review  article  with  bibliography  for  the 
librarian  or  chemist  contemplating  the  use  of 
punched  cards. 

Guide  for  filing — decimal  classification  system  for 
chemical  engineering.  PETROLEUM  REFINER  28 

(5) :40-48  (1949).  Bolles,  W.  L. 

On  the  pattern  of  the  Dewey  system  a  classifica¬ 
tion  covering  just  the  subjects  of  possible  interest 
to  a  chemical  engineer  has  been  set  up.  The  main  3 
digit  headings  are  used  for  such  headings  as  “Pure 
Science,”  “Applied  Science,”  Physical  and  Chem. 
Data,"  “Unit  operations,”  “Chemical  Technology.” 
The  petroleum  field  (564)  is  taken  as  an  example 
and  broken  down  to  such  an  extent  that  many  head¬ 
ings  require  8  digits  (azeotropes  564.225.56).  The 
author  recommends  his  system  for  individual  chem¬ 
ical  engineers  rather  than  libraries  or  company  files. 
However  it  would  be  a  good  guide  for  anyone  start¬ 
ing  a  new  library  in  chemical  engineering  or  develop¬ 
ing  any  technical  classification  system  to  fit  specific 
needs.  — AGR 

Some  applications  of  the  Dysonian  notation  of  or¬ 
ganic  compounds.  J.  CHEMICAL  EDUCATION  26 

(6) :294-303  (1949).  Dyson,  G.  Malcolm. 

Dyson  describes  briefly  the  notation  and  then 
discusses  the  major  developments  connected  with 
the  new  notation:  it  generates  a  convenient  and 
usable  nomenclature;  it  is  possible  to  compute  the 
molecular  formula  by  summing  the  constants  in  any 
cipher  thus  checking  on  the  accuracy  of  a  cipher;  it 
can  readily  be  adapted  to  punched  card  form;  the 
possibility  of  using  the  notation  for  the  compilation 
of  a  Lexicon  of  Organic  Chemistry. 

The  use  of  punched  cards  for  the  coding  of  inor¬ 
ganic  and  siiiq>le  organic  compounds.  J.  CHEMI¬ 
CAL  EDUCATION  26(6):304-306  (1949)  Ams- 
ter,  A.  B.  et  al. 

Keysort  cards  and  the  techniques  for  coding  inor¬ 
ganic  and  simple  organic  compounds  are  described. 

The  library  and  the  technique  of  research.  M.  I.  T. 
Library  Annual  1948:  43-51.  Tate,  Vernon  D. 

The  university  and  college  library  must  teach  the 
technique  of  research.  Five  factors  should  receive 
initial  consideration,  namely:  (I)  the  use  of  the 
library,  (2)  the  art  of  reading,  (3)  the  methodo¬ 
logy  of  note  taking,  (4)  the  organization  of  infor¬ 
mation,  and  (5)  the  use  of  scientific  aids  to  learn¬ 
ing. 

Microcards  and  punched  card  filing.  COLLEGE 
AND  RESEARCH  LIBRARIES  10(3):233-35 
(1949).  Rider,  Fremont. 

Mechanical  card  filing  applied  to  library  card 
catalogs  is  impracticable  because,  ( 1 )  too  costly 
to  punch  cards,  (2)  punching  takes  up  appreciable 
portion  of  total  space  on  cards,  (3)  impossible  to 
codify  the  interminable  variations  of  he&dings  to  be 
found  in  large  dictionary  catalog,  (4)  removal  of 
cards  from  catalog  for  the  sorting  process  is  the  real 
nub  of  punched  card  catalog  card  impracticability, 
and  (5)  physical  wear  and  tear  on  cards. 


The  coding  and  indexing  of  knowledge.  CHEMIS¬ 
TRY  AND  INDUSTRY  68(2)  :25  (Jan.  8,  1949). 
Holmstrom,  J.  E. 

Abstract  of  lecture.  Considers  the  numerous  in¬ 
dexing  systems  which  simplify  the  abstracting  of 
literature.  The  Universal  Decimal  System  of  Classi¬ 
fication  is  superior  to  an  alphabetical  index.  Other 
mechanical  arrangements  and  electronic  devices  are 
described. 

‘‘Principles  of  abstracting.”  Bureau  of  Abstracts. 
London.  Brochure  No.  4.  36  p.  1 949. 

Very  much  like  the  American  Chemical  Society’s 
"Directions  for  assistant  editors  and  abstractors  of 
Chemical  Abstracts.”  Excellent  monograph  for  all 
who  are  engaged  in  the  art  of  abstracting  as  well  as 
a  helpful  "how  to  do"  booklet  to  offer  our  library 
clients  who  must  prepare  abstracts  for  papers  pre¬ 
sented  for  publication.  The  brochure  gives  advice 
on  the  art  of  abstracting,  rules  on  the  nomenclature 
of  organic  and  inorganic  compounds  and  the  num¬ 
bering  of  cyclic  compounds,  also  a  list  of  450  or¬ 
ganic  radicals  and  an  appendix  giving  symbols  for 
physio-chemical  quantities. 

Self-perpetuating  scheme  of  classification.  JOUR¬ 
NAL  OF  DOCUMENTATION  4(4):223-244 
(March  1949).  Ranganathan,  S.  R. 

New  formations  in  the  field  of  knowledge  make  it 
imperative  that  more  powerful  notational  devices 
be  forged  so  that  the  class  numbers  can  be  more 
compact.  The  notational  devices  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  new  formations  are  inadequate  in  the  Li¬ 
brary  of  Congress  Classification  and  the  U.D.C.  to 
insure  its  self-perpetuating  quality.  Tlie  author  ex¬ 
plains  how  the  Colon  Classification  demonstrates 
the  possibility  of  self-perpetuation.  Research  in 
classification  is  necessary  if  we  are  not  to  enslave  the 
future  to  the  past  in  library  classification  —  to  1873 
if  we  use  the  U.D.C.  or  to  1933  if  we  use  the  Colon 
Classification. 

Indexing  Technical  Literature  at  Alvminum  Labora¬ 
tories,  Ltd.  —  J.  CHEM.  EDUC.  26  438-40  (Aug. 
1949)  — G.  F.  Renner  and  M.  C.  Jones  (Kingston, 

Ont.) 

Our  confusion  may  be  due  to  lack  of  library 
schooling,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  us  that  much  is 
contributed  to  library  science  by  this  brief  article. 
The  profusion  of  “see,"  "see  also,"  "(s)"  and 
"(sa)"  references  reminds  us  of  a  statement  in  an 
older  paper  on  subject  analysis  to  the  effect  that 
such  things  usually  end  up  with  "see  me."  The  fol¬ 
lowing  statements  in  the  article  speak  for  them¬ 
selves.  "Use  of  our  list  of  subject  headings,  includ¬ 
ing  technical  background,  requires  on-the-job  train¬ 
ing  of  approximately  six  weeks."  .  .  .  "All  catalog¬ 
ing  in  the  Kingston  library  is  done  by  typists  who 
can  be  trained  to  follow  our  methods  in  a  period  of 
three  weeks.”  —  AGR 


Sources  of  Engineering  Information.  U.  of  Cal.  Press 

1948. 

— Dalton,  Blanche  H.  (engineering  librarian,  U.  of 

Cal.). 

A  revised  edition  of  a  syllabus  written  for  use 
with  lectures  on  library  materials  for  those  doing 
research  in  engineering.  See  review  in  REV.  SCIENt 
TIFIC  INSTRUMENTS  20  (6)  454-5  (1949)  — 
AGR 

The  Uses  of  Punched  Cards.  Amer.  Chem.  Soc., 

revised  ed.  1949. 

— Ferris,  Taylor,  Perry  and  Torok. 

This  edition  of  the  bibliography,  published  two 
years  after  the  original,  contains  more  than  double 
the  number  of  references.  It  is  believed  to  contain 
all  important  contributions  to  the  use  of  punched 
cards  for  purposes  other  than  mathematical  com¬ 
putation  and  bookkeeping.  —  AGR 

FILMS  AND  SCIENTIFIC  RESEARCH 

The  librarian  must  keep  AU  COURANT  on  all 
sources  of  knowledge.  In  this  connection  the  follow¬ 
ing  references  will  assist  those  eager  to  leam  of  the 
latest  and  most  important  developments  in  the 
growing  use  of  film  in  scientific  research. 

1 —  "The  scientific  film  in  international  life.”  by 
Michael  Michaelis.  BRITISH  SCIENCE  NEWS  2 
(20):  239-243  (1949).  Notes  on  the  second  An¬ 
nual  Congress  of  the  International  Scientific  Film 
Association  in  London,  1 948. 

2 —  "The  film  in  scientific  research.”  by  G.  A. 
Jones.  BRITISH  SCIENCE  NEWS  2(20)  :  235-238 
(1949).  Discusses  the  technical  aspects  and  briefly 
reviews  progress  in  the  last  25  years. 

3 —  "Science  in  films.”  edited  by  Blodwen  Lloyd. 
London,  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
1948.  238  p.  15s 

The  book  is  divided  into  4  sections:  (1)  review 
of  various  aspects  of  the  current  situation;  (2)  chap¬ 
ters  on  various  fields  of  science  in  which  film  has 
special  interest;  (3)  chapters  on  specialized  tech¬ 
niques;  (4)  reference  section.  Three  separate  in¬ 
dexes  cover  film  titles,  subjects,  and  the  book  as  a 
whole. 

ABSTRACTS 

The  American  Institute  of  Physics,  the  Bureau  of 
Abstracts  in  England  and  UNEISCO  have  conducted 
studies  to  determine  the  importance  of  abstracts  of 
periodical  literature  in  various  fields.  Reports  on 
points  of  view  are  reported  in  the  literature: 

1 —  “Abstrr.cts”  by  Dwight  E.  Gray.  PHYSICS 
TODAY  2(3):  20-25  (1949).  The  report  consid¬ 
ers  how  the  abstracts  are  used,  kinds  of  abstract, 
indexing,  promptness,  and  mechanical  search 
techniques. 

2 —  "Abstracts”  by  J.  H.  Bennett.  CHEMISTRY 
AND  INDUSTRY  68(18):  282-284  (April  30, 
1949).  The  main  lines  for  consideration  are  cost, 
coverage,  overlap,  promptness,  classification,  sup¬ 
ply  of  papers. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


^  < 


Dear  Sir: 


This  is  a  long  delayed  letter  1  had  intended  to 
write  you  to  congratulate  you  on  the  fine  appear¬ 
ance  of  Science-Tech.  News  which  apparently  has 
grown  up  from  its  fledgling  days  when  1  was  its  sole 
writer,  editor,  proof-reader  and  business  manager. 
However,  I  must  confess  to  feeling  a  little  hurt  at 
the  letters  I  had  read  in  your  columns  commenting 
on  the  appearance  of  its  predecessor  “Ye  Alchemical 
Libraries  Almanack "  1  think  it  would  have  been 
in  order  to  explain  to  your  readers  that  the  Alman¬ 
ack  was  started  under  my  S-T  Chairmanship  in  my 
efforts  to  have  something  eye-catching  and  readable 
and  capable  of  exhibiting  at  S-T  exhibit  at  the 
Chemical  Exposition  in  Chicago  in  October  1946; 
the  Almanack  was  bom  then  in  its  printed  form,  the 
mast-head  having  been  designed  by  a  friend  and  the 
plate  for  it  contributed  to  the  Group  by  me  as  a 
personal  gift  to  the  Group  to  commemorate  my 
chairmanship.  Before  the  Almanack,  there  were  in¬ 
formal  purple  mimeographed  notes  from  S-T  chair¬ 
men  gotten  out  at  irregular  intervals  and,  due  to 
their  format,  not  widely  read  by  the  membership. 


After  its  first  year,  when  1  attempted  to  single- 
handedly  publish  it,  the  Almanack  had  Gertrude 
Schutze  as  its  editor,  and  she  vastly  improved  its 
format  and  contents.  That  is  the  story  of  the  Al¬ 
chemical  Libraries  Almanack  —  and  1  might  add 
that  its  first  number  caught  the  eye  of  Dr.  Dietz  of 
Science  News  Letter  at  that  Chemiced  Exposition. 


1  hear  that  at  the  S.L.A.  Business  Meeting  in  Los 
Angeles  a  proposal  was  made  by  members  of  our 
group  to  abolish  S.L.A.’s  Placement  Service  and  to 
have  ads  for  “positions  open”  placed  in  Special 
Libraries  —  while  I  am  not  against  the  latter  pro¬ 
posal,  1  am  strongly  against  abandoning  the  Place¬ 
ment  Serv'ice,  which  is  one  of  the  best  carried  out 
and  most  helpful  activities  of  S.L.A.  1  wonder  if 
our  membership  is  aware  of  the  fine  personalized 
placement  work  Mrs.  Stebbins  has  been  doing  and 
how  much  she  has  done  to  publicize  our  profession 
by  her  contacts  with  employers. 

Sincerely, 

Lucy  O.  Lewton 
Research  Librarian 
Celanese  Corp.  of  America 
Elx-chairman  S-T  1946-1948 


(Editor’s  note):  Our  profound  apologies  to  Miss  Lewton  for 
not  having  defended  our  predecessors  against  the  letter-writers. 
The  history  was  in  order,  for  the  benefit  of  our  many  new 
members  sinee  1946. 


Dear  Sir: 


.  ,  .  Will  Current  Articles  always  be  a  feature  — 
seems  to  me  that  majority  of  S-T  members  would 
see  original  or  pick  them  up  from  Chem.  Abs.  1 
know  small  libraries  may  not  have  these - but  a 


listing  would  serve  same  purpose  as  descriptional 
abstract  doesn't  help  much;  of  course  editor  would 
have  to  evaluate  articles  very  carefully  to  insure  in¬ 
cluding  only  the  good  ones. 


Suggest  keeping  book  reviews  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  they  represent  the  librarians’  point  of  view 
concerning  books  whereas  other  published  reviews 
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cover  technical  viewpoint  —  witness  difference  of 
review  of  Royal  Society  Conference  and  that  in 
Chem.  Eng.  News  short  time  ago. 

Ruth  Curtiss,  Hercules  Powder  Co. 

Wilmington,  Del. 

(Editor’s  note):  Let’s  have  some  more  opinions  on  current 
articles.  We  are  not  convinced  that  a  majority  of  our  readers 
would  hear  of  the  majority  of  the  articles  otherwise.  How 
many  in  this  issue  were  new  to  you? 

(continued  from  last  issue) 

Dear  Sir: 

Conunents  on  Minutes  of  Spring  Advisory  Board 
meeting: 

GROUP  STRUCTURE  REPORT 

Agree  with  Mr.  Fagerhaugh's  four  points,  but 
would  make  the  fee  at  least  $2.00  and  preferably 
$5.00.  Still  advocate  a  sliding  scale  for  SLA  mem¬ 
bership  ($7.00  to  25  years,  $10.00  to  30,  and 
$15.00  for  everyone  over  30)  since  a  great  many  of 
our  problems  would  be  solved  or  minimized  if  we 
had  adequate  funds.  ASLIB's  lowest  fee  for  indi¬ 
vidual  membership  is  $13.00  and  they  appear  to 
pack  more  wallop  with  500  members  than  we  do 
with  5,000. 

.  .  .  Many  chapters  have  so  many  public  library 
people  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  anything  but 
very  general  subjects  for  meetings.  I  would  much 
prefer  quarterly  regional  meetings  of  subject  interest 
groups  even  though  only  ten  people  were  present. 
They  would  be  interested  people,  it  would  be  pos¬ 
sible  to  know  them,  and  if  we  had  related  interests 
and  problems  1  think  we  would  get  more  personally 
and  professionally  from  such  meetings  than  from 
large  general  meetings  which  are  primarily  social 
gatherings. 

TRANSLATION  POOL 

Very  excellent  project,  but  probably  not  used 
more  because  few  people  know  how  many  transla¬ 
tions  they  have  and  on  what  subjects.  1  never  write 
them  because  the  odds  are  too  high  they  would 
have  what  I  wanted. 

DIRECTORY  OF  TRANSLATIONS 

Won't  this  need  wide  dissemination  if  it  is  to  be 
extensively  used?  Couldn't  it  be  mimeographed 
and  sold?  (Money  again.)  It  seems  an  imposition 
to  write  someone  for  information  constantly  which 
would  be  necessary  if  it  is  placed  in  bibliographical 
centers. 

Re  my  suggestions  for  a  “Give  and  Take”  col¬ 
umn  (May  issue)  in  v^ich  members  only  could  run 
paid  advertisements  for  publications  wanted  or  for 
sale  —  I  have  recently  become  a  member  of  ASLl6 
and  have  found  a  comparison  of  their  publications 
with  SLA's  very  interesting.  One  of  them,  ASLIB 
INFORMATION,  is  a  four  page  printed  bulletin 
issued  monthly  and  contains  a  “Members’  Adver- 
tisements”  column  in  which  there  are  sections:  Per¬ 
iodicals  for  Sale;  Periodicals  Wanted;  Situations 
Wanted;  Situations  Vacant.  Can  500  Britishers  do 
more  than  5,000  Americans? 

Frederica  M.  Weitlauf,  Librarian 
Timken  Roller  Bearing  Co., 
Canton,  Ohio. 


